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OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
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JERALD C. Ma
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Honoreble Peul T. Holt -
County Attorney gﬂ/
Austin, Texeas R\
Dear Sir: \
opinion né;\g;:se \
Re: ¥hether ilQ;ngl sed by
\ltin School ‘b: iness and
n-Clay COmmer College
arc Xempt from t tion.

On June 5, 1939, you add oss d to us a requast for
an opinion as to whether or B t operty owned, used or
ocoupied by the Austin Sohdgl iness and the Nixon-Clay
Commerciel College tax ex pt operty. In a oommunica-

tion ettschad to s£1d request, you.advised thet i1t is your
understanding th such sinesa schools sre operated with
"the view to ppéfis~. \On June 12 1939, we requested further
informstion fyom you, and in rospoﬁxe td suoh request, on
June 19, 1939,y advisiu\:l‘ﬁhat the buildings used by

s are not jowned by them, and that such

duildin cd\:fyf%/i ely for school purposes.
ection £ of the Constitution of Texas,
an 4ddopte es that:

Yeoglglature xay, dy general lawt, exempt
tion +) .« o all buildlngs used exclusively

and owaed\by peérsons o associations of persons for
achool urp ®3, and the pecessary furniture of all
schools and preoperty used excluasively and resscnadle
necessary onducting any esscciation engaged in
promoting the religious, educstion, snd physical
development of doys, girls, young msn, Or young

women, operating under a State or Nat{onll organization
of like charscter; also the sndowment funds of

such institutions of learning and religlon not used
with e view to profit; « « "
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Article 7150, Revised Civil Stetutes, provides that
certalin property shell be exempt from taxation. 1In 1931 Seo-
tion 1 of said Article 71850, so defining exempt property, was
amended s0 thet{ sams now reads in part as follows:

"All pudliec buildings, publioc scademies, and
2ll endowment funds of institutions of 1oarn§ng and
religion not used with a view to profit, and when
the same are invested in donds or mortgages, and
all such dbuildings used exclusively and owned by
persons or associations of persons for school pur=-
poses; ™

Article 8, Seotion 1, of the Constitution of Texas,
provides that taxation shall be equal and uniform; end, in
Article 8, Section 2, of the Constitution it is provided thet
8ll lews exempting property from texation other than the pro-
perty mentioned in said Article end section shell bde null and

- voia.

In your letter of June 19, 1939, you advised that
the bulldings in question sre not owned by the Austin School
of Busineas and the Nixon-Clay Commercial .College, nor are
such dbuildings used exoclusively for school purposes. Under
the plein provisions of Artiole 8, Section £, of the Constitu-
tion, such buildings are therefors not exempt from taxation,
nor would it be within the province of the Lezislature to
exempt the same.

Yurthermore, Artiocle 7150, Revised Civil Statutes,
quoted above, does not attempt to extend the exemption to build-
ings used by such ipstitutions, unless the same are used ex-
olusively and owned by persons or associstiona of persons for
school purposes. Our answsr t0 your questions is in the nega-
tive.

Yours very truly
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